Nearly a third of the endemic plant species of the Western
Since the endemic plants are found in restricted areas often requiring special niche for survival, many of them, particularly those with very restricted distribution, are extinction prone, especially if their habitats are disturbed. Nearly a third of the endemic plant species of the Western Ghats are rare or threatened and several are believed to be extinct or on the verge of becoming so, including tree species like Phaeanthus malabaricus Beddome, Sageraea grandiflora Dunn (Annonaceae), Hopea jacobii C. Fischer (Dipterocarpaceae), Buchanania barberi Although in situ conservation is the best way to preserve a species, in view of the persisting threats to the flora of the Western Ghats because of the various anthropogenic activities, it may not always be feasible to resort to this course, and ex situ preservation may sometimes prove to be an effective alternative. Thanks to the financial assistance from John, D. and Catherine, T. MacArthur Foundation, Chicago, U.S. A. (1992-1994) , an arboretum extending over an area of about three hectares has been established in Mangalore University Campus, Karnataka for the introduction of the endemic taxa of the Western Ghats, especially those occuring in the Karnatak region. Introduction of additional taxa in the arboretum is being continued.
In all 57 taxa of trees, two species of bamboos (Table 1) and 23 species of shrubs, including woody climbers (Table 2) have so far been introduced in the arboretum, the total number of arborescent endemic plants in the arboretum being over 2000. In addition, 16 endemic species of herbs/under shrubs (Table 3) are also being maintained in the arboretum. Of the above, the following species are reported to be rare/threatened. The ex situ preservation of some of the endemic, rare and threatened plants of the Western Ghats of Karnataka in the arboretum will not only help in educating the people, particularly the student community, about the diversity of plants in the Western Ghats and the need to conserve them but can also serve as a source material for micro-propagation of rare and threatened plants. In this connection it may be noted that successful micropropagation of some endemic species has been undertaken in the laboratory using the material from the arboretum. 
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